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Name Donna Puddu
Ward 6
Website/Socials https://www.vote4donna.ca/

Do you live in the ward? How long have you lived in the area / do you intend to move to the ward if not and why did you choose to run in that ward? 

I Live in the ward and have lived here for 30 years

How have you contributed to your ward prior to running for council this year?
I have volunteered at the local Schools, youth organizations, food drives, and cleanup projects, and assisted many people with their individual needs.

Why are you running for council?
I am running to improve our infrastructure, Value for our tax dollars, Accountability, Housing Affordability, Term Limits, and better communication with the community. I am running to make a difference

What experience do you have that will help you lead the city if elected?
I have owned and operated my own business; I have worked as a constituency affairs manager assisting the needs of our community.

What are your three priorities should you be elected councillor?
Housing Affordability
Accountability
Infrastructure

While the environment is an important factor for many, Hamilton still has a large industrial sector. How will you balance these concerns?
Support the City of Hamilton's Clean and green strategy Continue to support AMD goal to lower their carbon footprint, Support the bay area climate change goals, and support climate change initiatives.  


Crime is a very real issue in the area within many wards. We have had shootings, stabbings, and regular car break-ins and thefts across the city. What is your plan to work with HPS to mitigate this?
We need to make sure the Police services have what they need to combat the criminal activities in Hamilton, but we need to do more, and examine what is driving this criminal activity, once we have an understanding only then can we work to eradicate it. 



Our council is extremely fractured right now, with divisions of "progressive" and "regressive", suburbs vs the old City, even lower city vs mountain/suburbs. How would you work with your peers to get your vision, as well as the city's vision, in place?
My goal is to collaborate with other councillors, I am addressing this issue at the doors I believe what happens in one part of the city affects the whole city. It is time for council to work together, and I will work hard to achieve it

Transparency is an issue for many voters, how will you ensure more transparency if elected.
I as well believe transparency is lacking at City Hall, I will be as transparent as possible, but also offer platforms that do not exist currently to communicate with the community 

What is your plan to address homelessness and encampments in the ward and across Hamilton?
We have a big issue with homelessness, one I fear will only get worse. We need investments from other levels of government to create more affordable housing, we need regulations for landlords. There are many residents on the street that could go to shelters, but the shelters are not meeting their needs, many would prefer not to go, we need to have shelters that meet everyone's needs.



Roads & Transit

Do you regularly walk, cycle or use public transit in your daily life?
yes

Do you support the recent safer streets report including two way conversion of Main?
I believe council table is reactionary when it comes to two way conversion, I am worried it will create more frustration resulting in more accidents and fatalities. I want to understand why we are seeing an increase, get to the bottom of the issue, and make the adjustments needed after we have all the information. 

- what other measures do you think we should take to make Hamilton safer for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers?

I would like to see our sidewalks expanded into two separate spaces one for pedestrians and one for bikes, I want the bikes off the road, the bike lanes we have are not working.

Do you support the Hamilton LRT project?
Yes I support progress

If you could make one immediate change to HSR what would it be?
Better more efficient service for everyone 



 

Infrastructure & Housing

Do you support the urban boundary decision?
Yes

How should we go about densification within the city? What measures will you put forward/support to encourage building housing?
I would like to see a commercial dwelling mix I want to examine all the areas of the city that are currently vacant and ones that could be altered. I don't want to just slap high-rises all over the city, this needs to be done right as community areas, bringing the commercial aspect will also assist with limiting the need to use vehicles.


Affordable housing is currently 125% of market values, with jumps in market values in Hamilton this has become unaffordable and puts pressure on low-income housing. How will you ensure that housing is affordable in the city?
The increase is primary due to supply and demand, in order to increase supply, we need to have the support of other levels of government, and support development.



How do you suggest we keep up with the infrastructure needed for densification and what level of tax increases are you willing to support to fund these repairs and upgrades?
Our current infrastructure has not been looked after, we have many issues that are going to cost people on their property taxes, we need to look at the current spending by council and start cutting corners on things like hiring consultants which costs millions of dollars every year.  We need to increase our commercial tax base to offset some of these costs. Storm water rates is something I would like to impose; this will assist in addressing the costs for our water treatment system infrastructure needs 





